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This could be a feather in Ms Irani’s cap

Hindustan Times (Delhi)

Introducing a common entrance test for central varsities could reduce entry costs
considerably

The ministry of human resource development and minister Smriti Irani are currently under fire for their alleged
role in I TDelhi director Raghunath Shevgaonkar’s exit. There have, however, been other important
developments in higher education recently.

There are indications that the HRD ministry has near-immediate plans to introduce a Common Entrance Test
(CET) for students seeking admission to central universities, possibly this year, along the lines of the Common
Admission Test (CAT) that is mandatory for entry into post-graduate management programmes. At present,
some of the best central universities such as Jawaharlal Nehru University hold separate entrance exams and only
seven central universities —in Haryana, Jammu, Jharkhand, Kashmir, Kerala, Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu —
admit students in part based on their performance in the Central Universities Common Entrance Test.

The CET was first proposed by former HRD minister Kapil Sibal for the new central universities that were set
up under the 11th Plan. In August 2012, nearly all central universities agreed to hold the CET from the
following year but that did not happen.

The CET is part of a broader set of the HRD ministry’s initiatives to bring about greater standardisation across
the 45 central universities in the country, perhaps through the implementation of the proposed common
legislation for central universities. Some of the initiatives under consideration, notably faculty mobility and a
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common curriculum across central universities, are quite regressive, with the potential to do more harm than
any good. However, the HRD ministry is absolutely right in pushing for the CET.

If adopted, the CET will reduce entry costs for students by eliminating the unnecessary burden of multiple tests
and travel across the country at personal expense and time to seek admission into various central universities. If
Irani can get the CET rolling this year or the next, it would arguably be her first real achievement as a minister.

There is opposition to the CET in some quarters on the grounds that it will discriminate against students
belonging to rural and remote areas in far-flung states with poor access to higher education. The argument is
that out-of-state students, especially those with an English-advantage, will push locals to ‘lesser’ state-run
universities or even deny them education in their home state. Such criticisms are not only unwarranted but also
ignore the larger purpose of central universities.

First, students from across the country are unlikely to rush to central universities in remote locations unless
those institutions offer at least half-decent education. Many central universities, whether new or old, are
perceived as lesser alternatives to better-located and/or reasonably well-run state universities and many private
institutions.

Also, a large number of students who seek admission to post-graduate programmes (most central universities
offer only a relatively small number of undergraduate programmes) do so in order to be stationed on a
university campus while they prepare for one competitive exam or another. These students prefer city-located
universities, which offer good facilities to prepare for such exams, over central universities in ‘lesser’ locations.

Second, the fear that the CET will shut out locals can be easily addressed by reserving a certain percentage of
seats for in-state students. Currently, while some central universities do not have reserved seats for local
students, many do. The government can, in consultation with state governments, reach an agreement on the
issue.

Critics of the CET also forget that central universities, as flagship institutions of our higher education system,
are expected not only to bring good quality education closer to people in different parts of the country but to
also serve as models for state universities in terms of both teaching and research. Therefore, they must be ‘open’
rather than ‘closed’ to absorbing significant numbers of outsiders, both students and faculty, to grow to their full
potential.

Pushkar is assistant professor, department of humanities and social sciences, BITS Pilani-Goa The views
expressed by the author are personal

1 T-Gn to host Japanese students

Piyush Mishra,TNN | Jan 18, 2015, 06.54 PM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IIT-Gn-to-host-Japanese-
students/articleshow/45931728.cms

AHMEDABAD: Indian Institute of Technology, Gandhinagar (lIT-Gn) is set to host nearly a dozen Japanese students from
Japan Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (JAIST). JAIST will send a team of its students to IIT-Gn to study and
understand the institute's interdisciplinary and project oriented curriculum.

[IT-Gn had signed an MoU with JAIST in November 2013. The two institutes agreed to explore opportunities and
possibilities for students and faculty exchange, cultural exchange, develop educational and scientific exchange and
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cooperation and such joint initiatives. As a part of the exchange programme, a team of students from IIT-Gn will also
visit JAIST in March.

[IT-Gn director Prof Sudhir K Jain said, "The collaboration is a great opportunity to share experience and good practices
from each other in advancing our mutual interest of becoming world-class institutes."

JAIST president Dr Tetsuo Asano said, "We have been receiving students from India for several years but this will be the
first time our students are going to India."

Manjul Bhargava to lead Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s teach
in India programme

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/manjul-bhargava-to-lead-prime-minister-narendra-
modis-teach-in-india-programme/articleshow/45935553.cms

NEW DELHI: Fields medallist Manjul Bhargava will be the face and facilitator of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's pet
education project to rope in eminent scholars and scientists abroad to teach students at |ITs and central universities.

Bhargava, who is the first person of Indian origin to win the coveted international prize for his work in mathematics, met
HRD Minister Smriti Irani last Thursday and agreed to 'recruit’ scientists in the US and across the world to participate in
the Global Initiative of Academic network (GIAN), a shortterm teaching programme under which scholars abroad will be
invited to teach in India.

"I travel between India and US a lot and I'm familiar with scientists who are passionate about education. My role would
be to recruit them and tell them about this wonderful programme. | think the government felt that | am in a unique
position to set up these matches," Bhargava told ET.

"They (HRD Ministry) did say that they wanted to use me as the face of this initiative, which | found embarrassing but if
it helps the initiative and country then | relent. I'm just here to help," he added. Bhargava, who is a professor at
Princeton University, said the he will also teach at IIT Kharagpur and IIT Bombay as part of the initiative.

"l would want to start (GIAN) by this summer and | would want to start this with a bang and bring some really top
scientists to India and get people really excited about it," he said.

GIAN is Prime Minister Narendra Modi's brainchild and he had discussed the initiative with US President Barack Obama
during his visit to America last October. The project is expected to figure once again on the Indian agenda when Obama
arrives here this weekend.
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New edu policy to focus

I

on ‘cultural integration’
REVAMPED Policy paper covers 32 themes including
promotion of Indian languages, rankings of higher institutions

Brajesh Kumar

» brajesh.kumar@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The revamped version
of the Centre’s education policy
is likely to include concepts like
“cultural integration through
languages”, new approaches
on teaching science and math-

ematics in schools and ranking .

of higher education institutions,
among others.

The initial paper prepared
by the Union human resource
development ministry on the
new education policy talks about
promotion of Indian languages
and it comes in the backdrop
of the HRD ministry replac-
ing German with Sanskrit as
the third language in Kendriya
Vidyalayas across India.

The new policy features would
find reflection in the school edu-
cation curriculum once the poli-
cy is in place. School curriculum
is normally revised once in 10
years and the last revision took
place in 2005.

The policy paper accessed by
HT outlines 32 themes covering
school and higher education.

While most of the themes
are quite specific to the target,
the one on cultural integration

WHAT THE NEW POLICY IS LIKE
- = Cultural integration through Indian languages -
~ languages, new approaches | m School curriculumis
~ onteaching scienceand ‘normally revised once in10
- mathematics in schools years; last revision took place
- are key features | in2005 Y,
= Ranking of higher education | = 32 themes covering school
institutions and promotion of | and higher education in policy |
through language does not out-  learning outcomes, reforming
line its objective. school examination systems,

The themes — 12 for school
education and 20 for higher
education — will be discussed
at the panchayat and block levels
with the government filtering
people’s suggestion through a
task force comprising officials
from various ministries and emi-
nent people from different fields.

For primary education, the
themes include improving

THE NEW POLICY
FEATURES WOULD FIND
REFLECTION IN THE
SCHOOL EDUCATION
CURRICULUM ONCE THE

revamping teacher education,
accelerating rural literacy,
new approaches for teaching
of science and maths, schools
standards, assessment and man-
agement systems, and inclusive
education. 4

For higher education, the
themes are governance reforms,
ranking of institutions and
accreditation, quality of regu-
lation, improving state public
universities, integrating skill
development in higher educa-
tion, promoting cultural integra-
tion through language, private
sector partnership, and financ-
ing higher education.

The first national policy on
education was framed in 1986
and modified in 1992.
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10 cos join to test clrones
for news reportlng

ﬂn\vl SOmalya

coalmon of 10 news or-

ganisations, including

The New York Times,

The Washington Post and

NBCUniversal, has formed a

partnership thhVu‘glmaTech

to test drones for newsgather-

du;g, the companies said Thurs-
Y.

The pammrshxp, the com-

panies said in a statement, is
"designed to conduct con-
trolled safety testing of a series
of real-life scenarios where the
news media could use small
UAS technology to gather the
newS "

The college is one of six sites
desngnated by the Federal Avi-
ation Administration for test-
ing of unmanned aircraft sys-
tems or UAS :

The other members of the
coalition are Advance Publica-
tions, A H Belo, The Associated
Press, Gannett, Getty Images,
E W Scripps Co and Sinclair
Broadcast Group. :

Unmannedanraaftsystems
said Rose Mooney, executive
director of the Mid-Atlantic
Aviation Partnership at Vir-
ginia Tech, "can provide thisin-

- dustry a safe, efficient, timely

and affordable way to gather
and disseminate information
and keep journalists out of
|s way. | e
Drones have long been cov-
eted by news organisations for

. their potential to transform

newsgathering in dangerous
situations, such as natural dis-
asters, and to offer the organi-
sations a vantage point they
would not no getwithout
expensive helicopters or

planes.

‘But, citing safety concerns,
the FAA has granted only lim-
ited permission for drone
flights while it writes suitable
regulations.

This week, CNN announced
that it had also been cleared to
test drones for newsgathering.
The New York Tlmes :
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Smriti Irani lays foundation stone of 1IM Visakhapatnham

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-smriti-irani-lays-foundation-stone-of-iim-visakhapatnam-2053390

Smt. SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI

wrce Dovehogement

TV

Union Human Resources Development Minister Smriti Irani said on Saturday that a task force would be
constituted soon to expedite setting up of Central education institutes, as assured in the state reorganization act,
in Andhra Pradesh.

Irani laid the foundation stone of a new Indian Institute of Management at Gambhiram village in Anandapuram
mandal of Visakhapatnam district. Irani's assurance came in response to a request made by the Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu. The NDA government was committed to bring in best of the reforms in the education
sector, she said.

Union Urban Development Minister Venkaiah Naidu, who was also present on the occasion, said the economic
reforms were "the need of the hour". The new 1M would produce world-class professionals and the state will
become a knowledge hub in future with the efforts of Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu, he said. Chief
Minister Naidu earlier said education was a priority sector for his government. He reminded the Centre about
provision in the Andhra Pradesh reorganisation act, and said it had assured that 11 Central educational
institutions, including 11T, NIT, Petroleum University, etc., would be set in the residual AP state. Development
of Visakhapatnam 1M will be entrusted to the I1M -Bangalore, the Chief Minister sai
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